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In the Claim* - 

1- (Previously Presented) A method of updating information maintained at an 
intermediary web site onacomputer network about items being auctioned at a plu^litv of 
remotely located auction sites on the computer network, wherein the information is 
Asplayable to users accessing the intermediary web site via the computer network the 
method comprising: ' 

obtaining auction item data that has changed since aprevious time f 0r auctions 
currently being conducted at the respective auction sites, w herein each auction site ^ a 
data engme that is configured to obtain data about each item currently being auctioned at the 
respectxve auction site, and wherein the intermediary web site includes an agent that is 
configured to communicate with and retrieve auction item data from each auction site data 
engine, comprising: 

estabUshing a TCP/IP connection between the agent and each respective data 
engine; and 

sending an HTTP request from the agent to each respective data engine via the 
TCP/IP connection to obtain auction item data that has changed since a previous time- 
extracting keywords from the obtained auction item data via the agent; and 
storing the extracted keywords via the agent, wherein each stored keyword is 
associated with an hem currently being auctioned at a respective one of the plurality of 
remotely located auction sites, and wherein the stored keywords are searchable by users 
accessing the intermediary web site. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 1 wherein obtaining 
auction item data that has changed since a previous time is performed at predetermined time 
intervals. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 3 wherein the data 
engine at each auction site comprises a data file configured to store cyclic redundancy 
checking (CRC) values for static and dynamic information about each auction item being 
auctioned at the respective auction site, wherein static information comprises an identification 
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to*****, chaogrf sta « a preview ft. comprises to f„u.^ perfo^ ^ 

respective data engine: 

auctioned; J s 

storing CRC values in the data file for each item currently being auctioned that does 
not have a CRC value in the data file; and 

sending static and dynamic information to the intermediary web site for each item 
currently being auctioned that does not have a CRC value in the data file. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 4 wherein obtaining 
auction item data that has changed since a previous time further comprises the following 
performed by each respective data engine: 

generating new CRC values for each item currently being auctioned- 
comparing the new CRC values with CRC values stored within the data file for each 
respective auction item; 

storing the new CRC values for each item currently being auctioned in the respective 
data file if the new CRC values differ from the stored CRC values; and 

sending to the intermediary web site current information for each item currendy being 
auctioned. 



6. (Previously Presented) A method of updating information maintained at an 
intermediary web site on a computer network about items being auctioned at a plurality of 
remotely located auction sites on the computer network, wherein the information is 
displayable to users accessing the intermediary web site via the computer network, the 
method comprising: 

obtaining data about each item currently being auctioned at each respective auction 
site, wherein each auction site includes a data engine comprising a data file configured to 
store eyebe redundancy checking (CRC) values for static and dynamic information about 
each auction item being auctioned at the respective auction site, wherein static information 
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comprises - identification of a. auction itMn- ^ ^ 
least one of bid information «, price information associated with » auction item . 

sendntg a request flom the intermediary ^ sfte ,„ ^ pluialily of ^ 
engmes .„ obtain auction iten, date that has changed since a previous time for auctions 
currently being conducted a, the respective auction sites, therein the TO „ ^ 

■nc.udes an a^ that is configuna, to create .» and r«rieve auction item data iron, 
each auction site data engine; 

Obtaining auction iten, date tna, has changed since a previous time for auctions 
ourren.lv being conducted a. the respective auction sites, comprising the Mowing performed 
by each respective data engine: 

detennining whether a data file contains a CRC value for each item current* 
being auctioned; 

storing CRC values in the data file for each item currently being auctioned that 
does not have a CRC value in the data file; 

sending static and dynamic information to the intermediary web site for each 
item currently being auctioned that does not have a CRC value in the data file; and 

updating the information maintained at the intermediary web site with the 
static and dynamic information received from each respective data engine, 
comprising; 

extracting keywords from the received static and dynamic information 
via the agent; and 

storing the extracted keywords via the agent, wherein each stored 
keyword is associated with an item currently being auctioned at a respective 
one of the plurality of remotely located auction sites, and wherein the stored 
keywords are searchable by users accessing the intermediary web site. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 6 wherein sending a 
request from the agent to each of a plurality of respective data engines is performed at 
predetermined time intervals. 
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9. ff-viou s lyP re ^) llle ^^ tagtoClaini6wherein 

perfonned by each respective data engine: 

generating new CRC values for each item c^ently being auctioned- 

comparingthenewCRC values with CRC values stored within a data file for each 
respective auction item; 

*7 K ngAenewCRC ^^ 

data file rf the new CRC vaI ues differ from the stored CRC values; and 

aucfiojr 1 * to ^ iDtermediary SitC CUlTCnt inf ° rmati0n f0r each — ntly being 
10-53. (Withdrawn) 



54. 



(New) A method of updating information maintained at an intermediary web 
site on a computer network about hems being auctioned at a plurality of remot ely ,ocated 
auction M f on the computer network, wherein the information is dispute to users 
accessing the intermediary web site, the method comprising: 

obtaining at the intermediary web site, from a plurality of data engines that are 
configured to obtain data about items currently being auctioned at a respective plurahty of the 
auctxon sites, auction item data that has changed since a previous time for auctions currently 
being conducted at the respective auction sites; 

extracting keywords from the obtained auction item data; and 
storing the extracted keywords via the agent, wherein each stored keyword is 
associated with an item currently being auctioned at a respective one of the plurality of 
remotely located auction sites, and wherein the stored keywords are searchable by users 
accessing the intermediary web site. 
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